Comparative Study Summary: Purple Hibiscus
Overview

Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a coming-of-age novel set in postcolonial
Nigeria. It follows 15-year-old Kambili Achike, who lives under the strict control of her
wealthy and religious father, Eugene. The novel explores themes of family oppression,
religious extremism, political instability, and personal growth. Over time, Kambili and
her brother Jaja begin to question their father’s authority, leading to significant changes in
their lives.

Plot Summary

Kambili and Jaja live in an upper-class home in Enugu, Nigeria, with their father, Eugene,
and mother, Beatrice. On the outside, Eugene is seen as a generous, devout Catholic who
donates money to the church and helps the community. However, inside their home, he is
controlling and violent, punishing his wife and children harshly for what he sees as
disobedience or sin. Kambili and Jaja are forced to follow strict rules, speak only when
spoken to, and maintain top academic performance.

Their lives begin to change when they visit their Aunty Ifeoma, Eugene’s widowed sister,
who lives in Nsukka. Unlike their father, Ifeoma encourages open discussions, laughter, and
freedom. She raises her children with love, even though they struggle financially. For the first
time, Kambili experiences a home without fear.

During their time in Nsukka, Kambili meets Father Amadi, a young, kind priest who
introduces her to a more compassionate version of religion. She also spends time with

her Grandfather, Papa-Nnukwu, whom Eugene rejects for following traditional Igbho
beliefs. These experiences slowly open Kambili’s mind to different perspectives on life, faith,
and family.

Back in Enugu, things worsen. Jaja begins to openly rebel against their father, refusing to
go to communion. Eugene’s abuse escalates, and eventually, Beatrice poisons him, leading to
his death. Jaja takes the blame for the crime and is imprisoned. The novel ends with Kambili
visiting Jaja in prison, hoping for his release and imagining a future where they can finally be
free.

Key Themes
Family and Control

Kambili and Jaja live in fear of their father’s authority.
Example: Eugene punishes Kambili for spending time with Papa-Nnukwu,
seeing it as sinful.

o Significance: The novel critiques extreme parental control and the damage it
causes.



Religion and Freedom

The novel contrasts Eugene’s strict Catholicism with Ifeoma’s more open-
minded faith.

Example: Father Amadi introduces Kambili to a kinder, more loving version
of religion.

Significance: It shows how religion can be used for both oppression and
empowerment.

Political Instability

@)

Nigeria’s government is corrupt and unstable, mirroring Eugene’s control at
home.

Example: Aunty Ifeoma is forced to leave the country due to political
oppression.

Significance: The novel connects personal oppression to wider societal issues.

Growth and Change

Kambili and Jaja transform from silent, obedient children into individuals who
question authority.

Example: Jaja’s refusal to go to communion marks his first act of defiance.
Significance: The novel shows that change is possible, even in restrictive
environments.

Comparative Insights

« Vision and Viewpoint: The novel moves from fear and oppression to hope and
possibility.

e Cultural Context: Highlights religion, family expectations, and societal
pressures in Nigeria.

e Themes for Comparison: Can be compared to texts exploring control vs. freedom,
resilience, and transformation.

Conclusion

Purple Hibiscus is a story of oppression, personal growth, and breaking free from
control. Kambili and Jaja’s journey highlights the impact of family, religion, and political
instability on individual identity. Though the novel is filled with hardship, it ends with hope
for a new beginning, making it a strong choice for the comparative study.
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