PLOT
OVERVIEW -

PART 1

"Sive" is a play by John B. Keane that tells
the story of an orphaned girl, Sive, who lives
with her aunt and uncle, Mena and Mike
Glavin.

Mena and Mike are coerced by a
matchmaker, Thomasheen Sedn Rug, to
arrange a marriage between Sive and an
older, wealthy farmer, Sedn Déta, for
financial gain.

Sive, however, is in love with a young man
named Liam Scuab, who represents her hope
for love and happiness.
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Mena and Thomasheen manipulate Mike into
agreeing to the match, driven by their own
selfish desires.

Despite Sive's resistance, she is ultimately
forced into the arranged marriage.

The tension builds as Liam tries to save Sive,
but societal pressures and family dynamics
ultimately overpower their love.
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In the tragic climax, Sive takes her own life
rather than face a loveless marriage with
Sedn Déta.

The play ends with the devastating impact of
her death on the characters, highlighting the
consequences of greed and the rigid social
structures that suffocate personal freedom.



CULTURAL CONTEXT SUMMARY

"Sive" reflects rural Irish society in the mid-20th century, focusing on

traditional values, patriarchy, and the importance of marriage as a
means of economic security.

The play highlights the power dynamics in rural communities, where
women often had little say in their futures.

The influence of the church and societal expectations play a significant
role in the characters' actions and decisions.



THEME OR ISSUE SUMMARY

One of the central themes in "Sive" is the conflict between personal
freedom and societal expectations.

Sive's struggle against the arranged marriage represents the fight for
autonomy in a society that prioritizes financial stability and family
reputation over individual happiness.

The play also explores themes of greed, manipulation, and the tragic
consequences of denying love and agency.



GENERAL VISION AND VIEWPOINT
SUMMARY

The general vision of "Sive" is bleak, portraying a society where
individual desires are often crushed by societal pressures and greed.

Keane presents a harsh view of rural Irish life, where traditional values

and economic necessity drive people to make morally questionable
decisions.

However, the love between Sive and Liam offers a glimpse of hope
and purity amidst the darkness, even though it is ultimately doomed.



