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"Frankenstein" (1831 version) by Mary 
Shelley tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, 
a young scientist who creates a sapient 
creature in an unorthodox scientific 
experiment.

Victor becomes obsessed with the idea of 
creating life, and after months of labor, he 
succeeds in animating a being made from 
various body parts.

However, horrified by the creature's 
appearance, Victor abandons it, setting off 
a tragic chain of events.
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The creature, rejected by society due to its 
grotesque appearance, becomes 
increasingly bitter and vengeful.

It seeks out Victor, demanding that he create 
a companion for it, to alleviate its loneliness.

When Victor refuses, the creature vows to 
take revenge, targeting Victor's loved ones.
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The creature's acts of vengeance lead to the 
deaths of several people close to Victor, 
including his best friend Clerval and his 
fiancée Elizabeth.

Victor becomes consumed by a desire for 
revenge and chases the creature across 
Europe, ultimately dying in the Arctic.

The novel ends with the creature mourning 
Victor's death and vowing to end its own life.



CULTURAL CONTEXT SUMMARY

"Frankenstein" reflects early 19th-century concerns about scientific 
advancement and the ethical boundaries of human knowledge.

The novel raises questions about the role of the creator, responsibility, 
and the dangers of unchecked ambition.

It also addresses themes of social isolation, as the creature's rejection 
by society highlights the consequences of prejudice and the fear of 
the unknown.



THEME OR ISSUE SUMMARY

One of the central themes in "Frankenstein" is the pursuit of knowledge 
and its consequences.

Victor's obsession with creating life leads to devastating outcomes, 
highlighting the dangers of overstepping natural boundaries.

The novel also explores themes of isolation, both in Victor's withdrawal 
from society during his experiments and the creature's loneliness and 
desire for companionship.



GENERAL VISION AND VIEWPOINT
SUMMARY

The general vision of "Frankenstein" is dark and cautionary, 
portraying the destructive consequences of unchecked ambition and 
the pursuit of forbidden knowledge.

Shelley presents a bleak view of human nature, showing how fear and 
prejudice lead to suffering and violence.

However, the novel also elicits sympathy for both Victor and the 
creature, emphasizing the complex interplay between creator and 
creation, and the shared suffering that results from their actions.


