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"The Crucible" is a play by Arthur Miller that 
tells the story of the Salem witch trials, 
focusing on the panic and hysteria that grip 
the Puritan town of Salem, Massachusetts in 
the late 17th century.

The play centers on John Proctor, a farmer, 
who becomes entangled in the witch hunt 
when his former lover, Abigail Williams, 
accuses his wife, Elizabeth, of witchcraft.
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Abigail, driven by jealousy and a desire for 
revenge, manipulates the fear of witchcraft 
to turn the town against Elizabeth.

The court, led by Judge Danforth, blindly 
accepts the accusations of witchcraft, 
leading to numerous arrests and executions.

John Proctor, in an attempt to save his wife 
and others, eventually confesses his own 
adultery in order to discredit Abigail, but it 
backfires.
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In the tragic climax, John Proctor refuses to 
falsely confess to witchcraft, valuing his 
integrity over his life.

He is executed, and the play ends with a 
sense of tragedy and injustice as the hysteria 
continues to consume the town.

Miller's play serves as an allegory for 
McCarthyism, a period of American history 
marked by a similar fear-driven persecution.



CULTURAL CONTEXT SUMMARY

"The Crucible" reflects the cultural context of 17th-century Puritan 
America, focusing on themes of religious extremism, conformity, and 
the power of authority.

Miller wrote the play as an allegory for the Red Scare and 
McCarthyism in 1950s America, drawing parallels between the witch 
trials and the anti-Communist hysteria.

The play highlights the dangers of mass hysteria, the power of 
accusation, and the consequences of societal fear and repression.



THEME OR ISSUE SUMMARY

One of the central themes in "The Crucible" is the danger of hysteria 
and how fear can lead to the destruction of community and justice.

The play also explores the theme of reputation and integrity, as 
characters struggle between self-preservation and standing up for the 
truth.

Miller presents the power of authority figures and the vulnerability of 
individuals when faced with mob mentality.



GENERAL VISION AND VIEWPOINT
SUMMARY

The general vision of "The Crucible" is bleak, portraying the 
destructive power of fear and how it can lead to irrational and 
harmful actions.

Miller's viewpoint is critical of the societal structures that allow for such 
abuses of power, emphasizing the importance of personal integrity 
and moral courage.

Despite the tragic ending, Proctor's refusal to falsely confess and his 
commitment to the truth provide a glimmer of hope and a powerful 
statement on the importance of standing by one's principles.


