
The Plot of Frankenstein (1831 Edition) 

The Plot 

• Know the story inside out: Summarise the main events, focusing on the beginning, 

middle, and end. 

Be able to explain the key turning points in the narrative and their significance 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein is a gripping tale of ambition, creation, and the consequences of 

defying nature. It follows Victor Frankenstein’s tragic journey as he brings life to his 

Creature and grapples with the fallout of his actions. 

 

Summary of the Main Events 

Beginning: Ambition and Creation 

The novel opens with Captain Walton writing letters to his sister, describing his Arctic 

exploration. During his voyage, Walton rescues Victor Frankenstein, who recounts his tragic 

story. 

Victor, a young scientist from Geneva, becomes obsessed with the pursuit of knowledge and 

the secrets of life. At university, he discovers a way to animate lifeless matter and creates a 

living being from assembled body parts. However, Victor is horrified by the Creature’s 

monstrous appearance and abandons it. 

The Creature, left to fend for itself, experiences rejection and isolation. It secretly observes a 

family, learning about human emotions, language, and society. After repeated attempts to 

connect with people fail, the Creature becomes bitter and vengeful. 

Key Turning Point #1: The Creature’s Creation 

Victor’s decision to create life marks the first major turning point. It highlights his ambition 

and hubris, setting the stage for the novel’s exploration of the dangers of unchecked scientific 

advancement. His immediate rejection of the Creature symbolises the failure of responsibility 

and compassion. 

 

Middle: The Creature’s Vengeance 

The Creature confronts Victor, recounting its experiences of rejection and suffering. It 

demands that Victor create a companion to end its loneliness. Initially agreeing, Victor 

travels to a remote location to begin his work but destroys the second creation, fearing it will 

result in further destruction. 



In retaliation, the Creature vows revenge and murders Victor’s best friend, Henry Clerval. 

Later, on Victor’s wedding night, the Creature kills Elizabeth, Victor’s beloved wife. Victor’s 

father dies of grief, leaving Victor consumed by guilt and driven by a desire for vengeance. 

Key Turning Point #2: Victor Destroys the Female Companion 

Victor’s destruction of the second creation is a pivotal moment. It demonstrates his growing 

awareness of the consequences of his work but also seals his fate, as it provokes the 

Creature’s wrath. This turning point highlights themes of responsibility and the consequences 

of fear-driven decisions. 

 

End: Revenge and Redemption 

Victor pursues the Creature across Europe and into the Arctic, determined to destroy it. The 

narrative returns to Walton’s letters, where Victor recounts his final pursuit. Exhausted and 

near death, Victor implores Walton to continue his mission of vengeance. 

However, after Victor’s death, the Creature appears to Walton and expresses its remorse. It 

declares its intention to end its own life, disappearing into the icy wilderness. Walton ends his 

voyage, abandoning his quest for glory in the face of the crew’s safety concerns. 

Key Turning Point #3: Victor’s Death and the Creature’s Remorse 

Victor’s death and the Creature’s remorse bring the story to its tragic conclusion. This 

moment underscores the consequences of ambition and the shared suffering of both creator 

and creation. The Creature’s reflection on its own monstrosity and pain invites the reader to 

consider themes of morality, justice, and the human condition. 

 

Significance of the Key Turning Points 

1. The Creature’s Creation: 

o This turning point introduces the novel’s central conflict and key themes of 

ambition, responsibility, and the dangers of playing God. Victor’s rejection of 

his creation drives the Creature’s tragic arc. 

2. Victor Destroys the Female Companion: 

o Victor’s decision to abandon his second experiment highlights his moral 

dilemma and the fear of unleashing further destruction. This act triggers the 

Creature’s vengeance, escalating the tragedy. 

3. Victor’s Death and the Creature’s Remorse: 

o The conclusion offers a moment of reflection on the shared suffering of 

creator and creation. It highlights the futility of vengeance and the cost of 

Victor’s hubris, reinforcing the novel’s warnings about the misuse of 

knowledge and power. 

 

Conclusion 



The plot of Frankenstein revolves around the consequences of unbridled ambition and the 

complex dynamics between creator and creation. Each turning point advances the narrative 

while deepening the novel’s exploration of themes like responsibility, morality, and the 

destructive potential of human endeavour. By understanding these key moments, readers can 

appreciate Shelley’s timeless cautionary tale 
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