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Question Types

u The questions can be divided into several types, 
including:

u Direct Questions: Extracting explicit information from 
the text.

u Language and Style Analysis: Understanding the 
author’s use of language, tone, imagery, and literary 
devices.

u Inference: Reading between the lines to draw 
conclusions about the author’s intentions or the 
emotional undertone of the text.

u Personal Response: Offering your interpretation or 
opinion, supported by evidence from the text.



Key 
Strategies 
for H1 
Grades



Active Reading and Note-
Taking

u Read the entire text thoroughly at least twice.

u Highlight important details, stylistic elements, and 
potential quotations to reference in your answers.



Answering Techniques

u Use Quotes: Integrate direct quotations from the text 
to support your points. Ensure every quote is explained 
in context—explain what it means and why it is 
significant.

u Answer Structure: Follow a simple structure—state your 
point clearly, support it with a quote, and explain how 
this addresses the question.

u Precision and Depth: Be precise in your responses, 
avoiding vague language. Depth is essential for an H1, 
meaning your answers should go beyond surface-level 
observations and engage critically with the text.



Language Analysis

u Questions that ask you to evaluate language use often 
focus on tone, diction, and figurative language. For 
instance, if the author’s tone is humorous or ironic, 
identify specific phrases that convey this and explain 
their impact.

u Be ready to discuss the effect of rhetorical devices like 
metaphors, similes, repetition, and imagery.



Key Areas 
Where 
Students 
Lose Marks



Lack of 
Clarity of 
Purpose

u Common Issue: Students 
fail to fully address the 
question asked or miss the 
focus of the prompt. 
Responses often drift away 
from the question's 
requirements, leading to a 
loss in marks for relevance.

u Solution: Carefully analyse 
what the question is asking 
for, and ensure each part of 
your answer directly 
responds to the prompt. 
Maintain a clear aim 
throughout your response, 
keeping your answer 
focused and on topic. 
Clarity accounts for 30% of 
the available marks.



Weak 
Coherence 
of Delivery

u Common Issue: Many 
students struggle with 
maintaining a logical flow in 
their answers. Responses can 
be disorganised, making it 
difficult for examiners to 
follow the argument or 
analysis.

u Solution: Use a structured 
format when answering 
questions. Begin with an 
introductory sentence that 
states your main point, 
followed by evidence (e.g., a 
quote), and conclude with an 
explanation of how this 
evidence supports your 
argument. This will improve 
coherence, which also 
represents 30% of the 
marks.



Inefficient 
Language 
Use

u Common Issue: Answers that 
use informal language, lack 
precision, or fail to adapt to 
the specific demands of the 
task tend to lose marks. Using 
vague expressions or overly 
complex vocabulary without 
clarity can detract from the 
response.

u Solution: Aim for clarity and 
appropriateness in language. 
Familiarise yourself with 
different language 
genres(narrative, persuasive, 
argumentative) and use 
language that suits the 
context of the question. 
Mastering language efficiency 
is critical, and it also 
contributes 30% of the 
marks.



Accuracy 
and 
Mechanics

• Common Issue: Poor 
grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation can result in 
lower scores, even if the 
content is strong. Students 
often neglect proofreading, 
leading to minor but 
numerous errors.

• Solution: Always leave time 
to proofread your answers. 
Simple errors can affect the 
overall quality of your 
response. Grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation 
account for 10% of the 
marks


