Key Scenes in Frankenstein (1831 Edition)
Key Scenes

o Be familiar with significant moments:
o Why they are pivotal: Do they reveal character traits, advance the plot, or
highlight a theme?

The significant moments in Frankenstein are pivotal for revealing character traits, advancing
the plot, and exploring the novel’s themes. Each scene contributes to the novel’s examination
of ambition, responsibility, and the consequences of human actions. Below are the key scenes
and their importance, along with quotations for analysis.

1. The Creation Scene (Volume I, Chapter 4/5)

Why It’s Pivotal:

This moment marks Victor’s triumph and immediate regret after animating the Creature. It
sets the stage for the conflict between creator and creation and reveals Victor’s hubris and
lack of foresight.

What It Reveals:

e Victor’s obsessive ambition and his failure to consider the moral implications of his
actions.
e The Creature’s vulnerability, contrasting with Victor’s rejection.

Key Quotations:

e “I had worked hard for nearly two years, for the sole purpose of infusing life into an
inanimate body.”
o Analysis: This line reflects Victor’s relentless pursuit of knowledge and
ambition, highlighting his obsession.
o “The beauty of the dream vanished, and breathless horror and disgust filled my
heart.”
o Analysis: Victor’s reaction to the Creature reveals his superficiality and
inability to accept responsibility for his creation.

2. The Creature Observes the De Lacey Family (Volume Il, Chapter 3/4)

Why It’s Pivotal:

The Creature’s time observing the De Lacey family represents its attempt to understand
humanity and find acceptance. This moment deepens the reader’s empathy for the Creature
and underscores its initial benevolence.

What It Reveals:



e The Creature’s intelligence and emotional capacity.
e Society’s rejection of the Creature based on appearance, highlighting the theme of
prejudice.

Key Quotations:

o “l admired virtue and good feelings, and loved the gentle manners and amiable
qualities of my cottagers.”
o Analysis: This line demonstrates the Creature’s innate goodness and longing
for connection, contrasting with its later vengeance.
e “I'was benevolent and good; misery made me a fiend.”
o Analysis: The Creature reflects on its transformation, highlighting the role of
societal rejection in its descent into violence.

3. William’s Murder and Justine’s Trial (Volume I, Chapter 6/7)

Why It’s Pivotal:

William’s murder is the Creature’s first act of vengeance against Victor, and Justine’s
wrongful execution demonstrates the failings of human justice. This moment escalates the
conflict between Victor and the Creature.

What It Reveals:

e The Creature’s anger at its creator and the innocence of its initial victims.
e Victor’s guilt and growing awareness of the consequences of his ambition.

Key Quotations:

e “I am the cause of this—I murdered her. William, Justine, and Henry—they all died
by my hands.” (Victor)
o Analysis: Victor acknowledges his indirect responsibility for the deaths,
reinforcing the theme of accountability.
o “The child still struggled, and loaded me with epithets which carried despair to my
heart.” (The Creature)
o Analysis: William’s rejection based on appearance fuels the Creature’s anger,
reflecting the theme of prejudice.

4. The Creature Confronts Victor (Volume 11, Chapter 2)

Why It’s Pivotal:

The confrontation is the first direct interaction between creator and creation. The Creature
recounts its suffering and demands a companion, presenting Victor with a moral dilemma.

What It Reveals:

e The Creature’s eloquence and emotional depth, contrasting with Victor’s callousness.



e Victor’s conflict between responsibility and fear.
Key Quotations:

o “You are my creator, but I am your master, obey!”
o Analysis: The Creature asserts dominance over Victor, reversing the power
dynamic and highlighting the consequences of neglect.

e “IfI cannot inspire love, I will cause fear.”
o Analysis: This line encapsulates the Creature’s transformation from a figure of

compassion to one of vengeance.

5. Victor Destroys the Female Creature (Volume 111, Chapter 3)

Why It’s Pivotal:
Victor’s destruction of the second creation is a turning point that seals the Creature’s resolve
for revenge. It highlights Victor’s moral hesitation and the escalation of their conflict.

What It Reveals:

e Victor’s fear of repeating his mistake, prioritising the potential consequences over the

Creature’s plea.
o The Creature’s deepening sense of betrayal and its determination to punish Victor.

Key Quotations:

)

o “She might become ten thousand times more malignant than her mate.’
o Analysis: Victor’s reasoning reflects his fear of losing control and the
unknown consequences of his creation.

o “Ishall be with you on your wedding night.”
o Analysis: The Creature’s ominous threat foreshadows Elizabeth’s murder and

underscores the theme of vengeance.

6. Victor’s Death and the Creature’s Remorse (Volume III, Chapter 7)

Why It’s Pivotal:
The final scene brings closure to the narrative. Victor’s death marks the end of his obsessive
pursuit, and the Creature’s remorse offers a glimpse into its internal torment.

What It Reveals:
e Victor’s unwavering ambition, even in death.
o The Creature’s regret, showing that its actions were driven by pain and rejection

rather than inherent evil.

Key Quotations:



e “I the miserable and abandoned, am an abortion, to be spurned at, and kicked, and

trampled on.” (The Creature)
o Analysis: The Creature reflects on its suffering, emphasising the theme of

societal rejection and the consequences of neglect.
e “Seek happiness in tranquillity, and avoid ambition.” (Victor)
o Analysis: Victor’s final warning to Walton underscores the novel’s critique of

unchecked ambition.

Conclusion

The key scenes in Frankenstein reveal the complexity of its characters and the depth of its
themes, such as ambition, responsibility, and prejudice. These pivotal moments advance the
plot while challenging the reader to reflect on humanity’s moral and ethical dilemmas. By
analysing these scenes and memorising the key quotations, readers can gain a deeper
understanding of Shelley’s powerful cautionary tale.
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