
Characters in The Crucible 

Characters 

• Understand each main character in depth: 

o Their traits (e.g., brave, manipulative). 

o Their development throughout the text (character arc). 

o Their relationships with others in the story. 

o Their role in conveying themes. 

Be able to discuss minor characters if they play a critical role 

Arthur Miller’s The Crucible presents a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the 

play’s exploration of hysteria, morality, and power. Understanding the traits, relationships, 

and development of these characters is key to analysing the drama and its themes. 

 

Main Characters 

John Proctor 

• Traits: Proctor is honest, principled, and strong-willed, but he is also deeply flawed. 

His guilt over his affair with Abigail drives much of his internal conflict. 

• Development: 

o At the start, Proctor is haunted by his guilt and reluctant to involve himself in 

the trials. 

o As the play progresses, he becomes a voice of reason, challenging the court’s 

corruption and hysteria. 

o By the end, Proctor redeems himself, choosing to die with integrity rather than 

live with a false confession. 

• Relationships: 

o Abigail Williams: Proctor’s affair with Abigail sets the plot in motion, as her 

obsession with him fuels her accusations. 

o Elizabeth Proctor: Proctor’s strained marriage with Elizabeth is tested during 

the trials but ultimately strengthened as they reconcile in their shared tragedy. 

• Role in Themes: 

o Proctor embodies the struggle between personal integrity and societal 

pressure. His ultimate sacrifice highlights the importance of truth and honour 

in a corrupt world. 

 

Abigail Williams 

• Traits: Abigail is manipulative, cunning, and vindictive. She is driven by jealousy, a 

desire for power, and her obsession with Proctor. 

• Development: 

o Abigail begins as a cunning instigator, wielding the court’s authority to 

eliminate her enemies. 



o As the play unfolds, her motives become increasingly self-serving, and she 

loses credibility. 

o By the end, she flees Salem, leaving a trail of destruction behind her. 

• Relationships: 

o John Proctor: Abigail’s obsession with Proctor motivates her to accuse 

Elizabeth, hoping to take her place. 

o The Other Girls: Abigail leads the group of girls, manipulating them into 

supporting her lies. 

• Role in Themes: 

o Abigail represents the dangers of unchecked ambition and the destructive 

power of lies. She is a key figure in illustrating the theme of mass hysteria. 

 

Elizabeth Proctor 

• Traits: Elizabeth is moral, reserved, and loyal, though her coldness towards Proctor 

reflects her struggle to forgive his betrayal. 

• Development: 

o At first, Elizabeth’s reserved nature creates tension in her marriage. 

o As the trials escalate, she emerges as a voice of calm and reason, steadfastly 

maintaining her innocence. 

o By the end, Elizabeth forgives Proctor, acknowledging her own part in their 

marital struggles, and supports his decision to die honourably. 

• Relationships: 

o John Proctor: Their reconciliation is one of the play’s most poignant 

moments, highlighting the enduring strength of their bond. 

o Abigail Williams: Elizabeth is Abigail’s primary target, seen as the obstacle to 

her relationship with Proctor. 

• Role in Themes: 

o Elizabeth represents loyalty and moral integrity, contrasting sharply with 

Abigail’s deceit. Her character underscores the theme of forgiveness and 

redemption. 

 

Reverend Hale 

• Traits: Hale is earnest and well-meaning but initially naïve. He believes in the 

legitimacy of the court and its mission to root out witchcraft. 

• Development: 

o At first, Hale enthusiastically supports the trials, trusting the legal process. 

o As the trials spiral into chaos, he becomes disillusioned and condemns the 

court’s actions. 

o By the end, Hale is guilt-ridden and desperate to save the accused, urging 

Proctor to confess to avoid execution. 

• Relationships: 

o John Proctor: Hale admires Proctor’s honesty and integrity, aligning himself 

with Proctor’s cause in the later acts. 



o The Court: Hale’s conflict with Danforth and Hathorne highlights his moral 

awakening. 

• Role in Themes: 

o Hale represents the journey from blind faith to self-awareness. His character 

illustrates the dangers of ideological rigidity and the need for individual 

conscience. 

 

Reverend Parris 

• Traits: Parris is self-serving, paranoid, and obsessed with his reputation. His actions 

are driven by fear of losing his position in Salem. 

• Development: 

o Parris initially supports the trials, using them to solidify his authority. 

o As the trials backfire and the town descends into chaos, he becomes desperate 

and panicked. 

o By the end, Parris is left isolated and powerless, a symbol of the community’s 

collapse. 

• Relationships: 

o Abigail Williams: Parris tries to protect Abigail to preserve his own reputation 

but eventually loses control of the situation. 

o The Townspeople: Parris’s paranoia and greed alienate him from the 

community. 

• Role in Themes: 

o Parris embodies the theme of power and its corrupting influence. His downfall 

highlights the dangers of prioritising personal gain over communal welfare. 

 

Minor Characters 

Giles Corey 

• Traits: Giles is outspoken, loyal, and brave, standing up to the court despite the risks. 

• Role: 

o Corey’s refusal to confess or deny the charges against him leads to his death 

by pressing. His final words, “More weight,” symbolise resistance to 

oppression. 

o He represents the theme of courage and the importance of standing by one’s 

principles. 

Rebecca Nurse 

• Traits: Rebecca is kind, wise, and pious, a respected elder in the community. 

• Role: 

o Her arrest and execution highlight the miscarriage of justice, as even the most 

virtuous are not spared. 

o Rebecca represents moral integrity and the strength of faith in the face of 

injustice. 



 

Conclusion 

The characters in The Crucible serve as vehicles for exploring the play’s themes of hysteria, 

morality, and power. Each character’s traits, relationships, and development contribute to the 

drama’s intensity and emotional impact. Whether major or minor, they collectively illustrate 

the dangers of fear and the enduring importance of truth and integrity. 
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